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Readings: 

(a) on Harold Garfinkel and ethnomethodology: Susie Scott, Excepts from Making Sense of Everyday Life, pp. 200-202 in Kit; Anthony Giddens “Social Interaction and Everyday Life,” pp. 115-119 in Kit; Stephen Katz "Is the Self Social?" pp.187-188 in Kit  

(b) Carol Brooks Gardiner "Passing by ...," pp. 285-300 in Kit
Nessen, Stephen (2013). "Fighting Unwanted Cat Calls, One Poster At A Time." All Things Considered. National Public Radio (NPR). http://www.npr.org/2013/06/15/187745940/fighting-unwanted-cat-calls-one-poster-at-a-time.

Part One: Ethnomethodology: the interpretive approach developed by Harold Garfinkel:
* Garfinkel sees social order as an artfully accomplished illusion 

* social actors accomplish this illusion a lot through “Verbal communication.” Words “do” things.

* Garfinkel is credited with founding ethnomethodology, 

1. Garfinkel believes that social actors are oriented to sense making: they are constantly making accounts that explain or make sense of their and others' actions.
2. Ethnomethodology is the study of the methods used by average folks for making sense of the world. 

“…the study of the procedures used by everyday man (sic) in his efforts to cope meaningfully with the world” (Garfinkel quoted in Morris, Monica B. (1977). An Excursion into Creative Sociology. New York: Columbia University Press, p. 37.)

3. The ethno methodologist question is “how do social actors do things?.”

4. Garfinkel focuses research on speech acts. 
5. Garfinkel's  “breaching experiments” — deliberate infringements of routine patterns of interaction

6. Garfinkel concluded that speech is indexical. 

(a) Words are not enough to convey the meaning. “Background expectancies” are present in all conversation
(b) Assumed shared understandings are “brought into play”. 

(c) Speakers draw upon “back ground expectancies” 
(d) Social actors FIX the meaning 

7. Garfinkel argues that the indexicality of speech is necessary because ... .

8. This is a transcript of a brief conversation between a husband and wife: 

Husband: Dana succeeded in putting a penny in the parking meter today without being picked up.

Wife: Did you take him to the record store?

Here is Garfinkel’s documentation of what this speech referred to –

Husband: This afternoon as I was bringing Dana, our four year old son, home from the nursery school, he succeeded in reaching high enough to put a penny in a parking meter when we parked in a metered parking zone, whereas before he has always had to be picked up to reach that high. 

Wife: Since he put a penny in the parking meter that means that you stopped while he was with you. I know that you stopped at the record store either on the way to get him or on the way back. Was it on the way back, so that he as with you, or did you stop on the way to get him and somewhere else on the way back? (Cited from Garfinkel, H. (1967). Studies in Ethnomethodology. Englelwood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, pp. 38-39. 

9. Garfinkel’s. work displays 

(a) the complicated nature of speech ;

(b) social order is accomplished through speech acts.  

II. Carole Brooks Gardiner’s Article on Street Remarks.

Intro:

Brooks-Gardner uses concepts and perspectives from Garfinkel to develop an analysis of the “street remark”.  

*What are “street remarks?”

 1. Gardiner offers a sociological account of street remarks—

2. Gardiner begins with Goffman’s concept of civil inattention. 

3. But this norm is breached or disrupted by “the street remark”.  

4. She defines “the street remark” and lists several important observations about them.
5. Having listed these observations, Gardiner asks, what can we make of these observations, sociologically

6. The context of the remarks is what matters to how they will be understood.

7. IN specific situations (i.e. in particular contexts), the remarks could be taken as positive remarks. 

8. But if certain things about the remarks are noticed (i.e., ambiguity, double entendre) they could be taken negatively. 
9. Gardiner concludes that interactions around street remarks are indications of the asymmetry of public life. 
(For your own observation study, this part of Brooks-Gardiner's article provides you with an example of how to draw conclusions about social life/social order based on what you have observed.) 

10. Women display reaction strategies to these remarks, 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

(d) 
11.  Example of other strategies that women are taking:

http://www.npr.org/2013/06/15/187745940/fighting-unwanted-cat-calls-one-poster-at-a-time.
12. Self-Development: Gardiner argues that these ways of responding re-inforce (rather than transforms) traditional definitions of “maleness” and “femaleness.” 

*men can “be” chivalrous, meaning among other things, that street remarks test their ability to receive rejection; 

*women can “be” manipulative while they learn to accept criticism passively.
CONCEPTS
artful accomplishment

illusion of social order

Ethnomethodology;

Sense making/accounting;

Speech acts;

Indexical/indexicality;

Bringing into play;

Background expectancies;

Shared understandings;

Fixing meanings;

Breaching experiments;

Accomplishing maleness/femaleness;

Asymmetry of public life;

Double entrendre;

Resistance strategies;

QUOTES

Ethnomethodology is “The study of the procedures used by everyday man (sic) in his efforts to cope meaningfully with the world” (In Morris, Monica B. (1977). An Excursion into Creative Sociology. New York: Columbia University Press, p. 37)

