Soci2070 Section A
2

Lecture 2 Outline
2014-2015
Living Between Constraint and Freedom
Bauman "Freedom and Dependence."

Rios "Stealing a Bag of Potato Chips
Video: The Invisible City http://docstudio.tvo.org/story/invisible-city
1. Main take away from this session: 
* the "in between"

*the constraint side and the freedom side 

2. Main point of Bauman's article: 
* in spite of our sense of freedom, we are dependent on the social worlds of which we are members

3. How our freedom is limited 
* Consequences of choices.
* Limited range of choices.
* Inadequate resources 

* Incomplete knowledge:

* Limitations of birth
4. Victor Rios' study of young men in Oakland California, and the video The Invisible City, illustrates both constraints and freedom. 
FROM CLASSICAL THEORISTS QUOTATIONS:

Karl Marx: 

"Men (sic) make their own history, but they do not make it as they please; they do not make it under self-selected circumstances, but under circumstances existing already, given and transmitted from the past.” 
YOUR TASKS: 
1. Identify some of the constraints that limit the actions of Victor Rios' young men. and the young men featured in the video The Invisible City. Look for the types of constraint that Bauman writes about that apply to the experiences of these young men. You should be able to describe several of Bauman's types of constraints and provide examples of them. Secondly, look for the ways these young men in the video and in Rios' article discover ways of resisting or challenging or undermining the constraints they experience. 

 2. Few of you, if any, live in the kind of social situations that are depicted in Rios' article or the video. But rather than allowing this to separate yourself from their situation- that is, to either feel sorry for them or superior to them—think about your own situation in comparison to theirs. As you see these young men run into limitations on their opportunities to successfully continue their schooling or compete for secure jobs, think about what opportunities would have been available to you if you had faced similar obstacles. 









